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Foreword
ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International
Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.
International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.
The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.
In other circumstances, particularly when there is an urgent market requirement for such documents, a technical
committee may decide to publish other types of document:
—

an ISO Publicly Available Specification (ISO/PAS) represents an agreement between technical experts in
an ISO working group and is accepted for publication if it is approved by more than 50 % of the members
of the parent committee casting a vote;

—

an ISO Technical Specification (ISO/TS) represents an agreement between the members of a technical
committee and is accepted for publication if it is approved by 2/3 of the members of the committee casting
a vote.

An ISO/PAS or ISO/TS is reviewed after three years in order to decide whether it will be confirmed for a further
three years, revised to become an International Standard, or withdrawn. If the ISO/PAS or ISO/TS is confirmed,
it is reviewed again after a further three years, at which time it must either be transformed into an International
Standard or be withdrawn.
Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.
ISO/TS 22002-3 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 34, Food products, Subcommittee SC 17,
Management systems for food safety.
ISO/TS 22002 consists of the following parts, under the general title Prerequisite programmes on food safety:
—

Part 1: Food manufacturing

—

Part 3: Farming

The following part is under preparation:
—

iv

Part 2: Catering
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Introduction
Food and feed safety has to be ensured at all stages of the food chain. Operators have the responsibility to
ensure that the production, processing and distribution of foodstuffs meet hygiene requirements.
In the same way, farmers (organizations) have to implement food safety control measures relevant to the
required safety of their end-products. This applies to all farm end-products, but the required safety may depend
on the intended use, such as whether they are intended to be processed, and on whether hazards can be
controlled later in the food chain. Farmers (organizations) will be able to justify and implement these control
measures, and when necessary carry out records, ensure upstream and downstream traceability, maintain
documents related to incoming materials and even sometimes carry out sampling for analyses.
The farmers (organizations) are required to comply with local regulation including general and specific hygiene
rules, which include good hygiene programmes. Where no such regulation exists, it is often the case that
Codex standards or the regulation of the country of sales apply.
Today, food safety control measures at farms are typically integrated into good practices [e.g. good agricultural
practices (GAP), good farming practices (GFP), good veterinary practices (GVP), good hygienic practices
(GHP)]. GAP and GFP can address environmental, economic and social sustainability for on-farm processes,
resulting in safe and qualitative food and non-food agricultural products. GHP address the conditions and
measures necessary to ensure the safety and suitability of feed or food at all stages of the food chain. GVP
address the appropriate use of veterinary drugs or feed additives, in accordance with the authorized use, in
terms of dosage, applications and withholding periods, to obtain adequate treatment of animals while leaving
as little residue as possible in food derived from the animals. These practices aim at contaminants in general,
whether they affect safety, suitability or both. They are generally not oriented towards specific hazards.
The roles and responsibilities of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) and the World Organisation for
Animal Health (OIE) are to set international standards that are the basis for safe international trade under
the World Trade Organization Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS
Agreement). The OIE establishes official standards for animal health (including on farm measures for food
safety) and health certification and the CAC establishes official standards for food safety and labelling.
ISO 22000 specifies food safety requirements for organizations in the food chain willing to meet them. One
such requirement is that organizations establish, implement, and maintain prerequisite programmes (PRPs) to
assist in controlling food safety hazards (ISO 22000:2005, 7.2). PRPs are the basic conditions and activities
that are necessary to maintain a hygienic environment throughout the food chain suitable for the production,
handling and provision of safe end-products and safe food for human consumption.
When a farm moves from a GHP-based system to an ISO 22000-based system, a hazard analysis is required
when it is missing. Then, most of the GHPs are likely to continue as PRPs. If the hazard analysis concludes that
there are hazards that need to be controlled by targeted measures, others may be categorized as operational
prerequisite programs (oPRPs).
This part of ISO 22002 does not duplicate the requirements given in ISO 22000 and is intended to be used
when establishing, implementing and maintaining the PRPs specific to the organization(s), in accordance with
ISO 22000. This part of ISO 22002 is not intended for certification purposes.
In practical terms, the following applications of this part of ISO 22002, in accordance with ISO 22000, are
possible.
a)

An organization developing the PRPs part of codes of practice, or checking that an existing code of
practice is consistent with this part of ISO 22002.

b)

A group of farmers establishing a common ISO 22000 food safety management system. Based on the
hazards analysis, the group determines the control measures to be implemented by each member. It is
intended that the group of farmers will use this part of ISO 22002 as a basis to structure and document the
PRPs corresponding to the activity of the farms. If certification is desired, the certificate can be granted to
the group of farmers and not to the individual members.
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c)

One or more organizations establishing an integrated ISO 22000 food safety management system covering
both farming and processing. Based on the hazards analysis, the organization(s) determine(s) the control
measures to be implemented at the farming and processing levels. PRPs applicable to the farms will be
selected and implemented on the basis of this part of ISO 22002. PRPs applicable to the processing
establishment(s) will be selected and implemented on the basis of the ISO/TS 22002-1. If certification is
desired, one certificate can be granted to the integrated system.

d)

A farmer implementing an ISO 22000 food safety management system. Based on the hazards analysis,
the farmer determines the control measures to be implemented. The farmer will use this part of ISO 22002
as a basis to structure and document the PRPs corresponding to the activity of the farm. If certification is
desired, the certificate can be granted to the farmer.

Each subclause specifying guidelines for the selection of PRPs within Clauses 5, 6 and 7, starts with a paragraph
introducing the objective as regards food safety. It is followed in the next paragraphs by general requirements
(“shall” wording) for maintaining a hygienic environment within primary production. Further, itemized examples of
potentially applicable PRPs intended to comply with those requirements are recommended (“should” wording).
The final paragraphs of each subclause describe the documentation, including records, which are required or
recommended, as well as the actions to implement when applicable requirements are no longer met.

vi
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Prerequisite programmes on food safety —
Part 3:
Farming
1 Scope
This part of ISO 22002 specifies requirements and guidelines for the design, implementation, and documentation
of prerequisite programmes (PRPs) that maintain a hygienic environment and assist in controlling food safety
hazards in the food chain.
NOTE 1
The last paragraph of the introduction provides information for a correct understanding of the normative or
guidance character of the subclauses within Clauses 5, 6 and 7 of this part of ISO 22002.

This part of ISO 22002 is applicable to all organizations (including individual farms or groups of farms),
regardless of size or complexity, which are involved in farming steps of the food chain and wish to implement
PRPs in accordance with ISO 22000:2005, 7.2. If an organization is using this part of ISO 22002 as a reference
for the purpose of making a self-declaration of conformity with or seeking certification to ISO 22000:2005,
deviations therefrom (i.e. where exclusions are made or alternative measures are implemented) need to be
justified and documented. It is expected that such deviations will not affect the ability of the organization to
comply with the requirements of ISO 22000.
This part of ISO 22002 is applicable to the farming of crops (e.g. cereals, fruits, vegetables), living farm
animals (e.g. cattle, poultry, pigs, fish) and the handling of their products (e.g. milk, eggs). It is not applicable to
activities such as picking of wild fruits, vegetables and mushrooms, fishing, hunting, which are not considered
as organized farming activities.
All operations related to farming are included in the scope (e.g. sorting, cleaning, packing of unprocessed
products, on-farm feed manufacturing, transport within the farm). However, this part of ISO 22002 is not
applicable to processing activities carried out on farm premises (e.g. heating, smoking, curing, maturing,
fermenting, drying, marinating, extraction, extrusion or a combination of those processes). Neither is this part
of ISO 22002 applicable to products or animals that are being transported to or from the farm.
NOTE 2
Guidance on PRPs for operations further down the food chain will be covered, if necessary, by other parts of
ISO 22002, as is done by ISO/TS 22002-1 for manufacturing.

Farming operations are diverse in nature according to size, type of products, production methods, geographical
and biological environment, related statutory and regulatory requirements etc. Therefore, the need, intensity
and nature of PRPs will differ between organizations. Established PRPs can also change as the result of
the review procedures stated in ISO 22000:2005, 8.2. This part of ISO 22002 focuses on the requirements
for the management of PRPs, while the design of the exact PRPs is left to the user. The management of
PRPs includes assessment of the need, selection of measures that meet the identified needs and required
records. The specific examples of PRPs listed in this part of ISO 22002 are intended for guidance only, and
are aimed for application with due regard to the overall objective of producing food which is safe and suitable
for consumption.
It is possible for this part of ISO 22002 to be applied by other organizations willing to develop codes of practice
and other types of supplier-buyer relationship based on ISO 22000.

2 Normative references
The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document
(including any amendments) applies.
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